	RESOLUTION NO. 2026-4

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE SAN LUIS REY MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT,
SAN DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING THE
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO. 2026-1, IMPOSING
A WATER AVAILABILITY CHARGE TO BE ASSESSED PURSUANT TO WATER CODE SECTIONS 71630, et seq., AND 71631.7

	WHEREAS, Water Code section 71630 authorizes the San Luis Rey Municipal Water District by ordinance to fix on or before the third Monday of August, in each fiscal year, a water availability charge in the District, or in any portion thereof, whether the water is actually used or not; and 

	WHEREAS, Water Code section 71631.7 authorizes the San Luis Rey Municipal Water District to assess a water availability charge on parcels larger than one acre not to exceed thirty dollars ($30) per acre per year for land on which the charge is assessed or thirty dollars ($30) per year for a parcel less than one acre; and

	WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District has investigated the available means of raising revenue for the purpose of funding its operating expenses; and

	WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District by Resolutions 2026-2, 2026-3, reviewed and considered the most updated Engineer’s Report with respect to the water availability charge for 2026-2027 and set a date for a hearing on a water availability charge; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has determined that it is in the best interest of the District to continue to provide its services including without limitation, to maintain and defend the water rights and water storage rights of the District and of landowners within the boundaries of the District, and to take steps to ensure that suitable water quality is maintained and protected; and

	WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the District has determined that to continue to provide these services including without limitation, to maintain and defend the water rights and water storage rights of the District and of the landowners, pumpers, and water 
users within the boundaries of the District, it will be necessary to continue to exercise vigilance in maintaining the integrity of those rights; and


	WHEREAS, in accordance with Section III of Appendix “A” of the District's Resolution No. 2017-8 approving and adopting guidelines pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the assessment of a water availability charge is exempt from CEQA review and no exceptions to the CEQA exemptions apply; and

WHEREAS, the board has reviewed the administrative record and considered any comments submitted.  The Board finds the Water Availability Charges are not subject to environmental review under CEQA.  First, the charges, in and of themselves, do not have the potential for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment and therefore are not considered a “project” under CEQA.  (Pub. Res. Code 21065, 14 CCR 15378(a), (b)(4).) Further the charges are  exempt from CEQA.  (Pub. Res. Code 20180(b)(8).)  

WHEREAS, by Resolution 2026-3, the Board of Directors of the District set, August 7, 2026, at 3 p.m., at the District’s meeting place located at the Pankey Ranch Office, 5328 Highway 76, Fallbrook California, for the purpose of considering the adoption of an ordinance which will fix and establish said assessment for a water availability charge; and 

WHEREAS, at the Board’s Direction District’s counsel’s office caused Notice of said public hearing to be given in accordance with Water Code Section 71630 and Government Code Section 53753, by: giving notice by mail of the time and place of hearing by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to each property owner in the District as shown on the last equalized assessment roll, no less than forty-five (45) days prior to the hearing and in compliance with all other requirements of Government Code Section 53753; and 

	WHEREAS, a public hearing has been held by the District, on August 7, 2026, at 3 p.m., at the Pankey Ranch Office as specified in the June 19, 2026 Resolution No. 2026-3 - Resolution of the San Luis Rey Municipal Water District, San Diego County, California, Accepting the Engineer’s Report, Fixing the Time and Place of Hearing, and Giving Notice of the Hearing on Proposed Schedule to Levy a Water Availability Charge to be Assessed Pursuant to Water Code Sections 71630, et seq., and 71631.7; and 

	WHEREAS, after studying the matter, the Board of Directors of the District hereby finds as follows:

	1.	It is in the best interest of the District to continue to provide its services including without limitation, to maintain and defend the water rights and water storage rights of the District and of landowners, pumpers, and water users within the boundaries of the District and, in addition, to take steps to maintain and protect the quality of local water; and

	2.	That to continue to provide these services including without limitation, to maintain and to defend the water rights and water storage rights of the District and of the landowners, pumpers, and water users within the boundaries of the District, it will be necessary to exercise vigilance in maintaining the integrity of those rights and of water quality; and

	3.	That to accomplish those goals, it is necessary to generate additional revenue to fund the necessary administrative, legal and technical costs to effect sound groundwater resources management and to continue the preservation and defense and protection of water rights of the District and of the property owners within the District's boundaries, consistent with the powers and purposes of the District; and
	
	4.	Of the methods available to raise revenue, the most fair, just, equitable, practical and cost-effective means is by the assessing  of a water availability charge pursuant to Sections 71630, et. seq., and 71631.7 of the Municipal Water District Act permitting the District to assess a water availability charge in an amount not to exceed thirty dollars ($30.00) per acre on parcels 1 acre or larger; or $30.00 for parcels one acre or less, to be paid at the option of the property owner either at the time of the assessment or collected on the tax rolls.

	NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the San Luis Rey Municipal Water District hereby RESOLVES, DETERMINES and ORDERS as follows:

	Section 1.  This Board of Directors establishes water availability charge assessments for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027, which shall be as follows:

	For each parcel of land within the District that is larger than one acre:  twenty Dollars ($20) per acre or portion of an acre per year.

	For each parcel of land less than one acre of land within the District:  twenty Dollars ($20).

	Section 2.  On or before August 10, 2026, District Legal Counsel  shall furnish, in electronic format, to the Board of Supervisors of San Diego County, California, and the County Auditor of San Diego County, the assessor's parcel number of each parcel of land within the District upon which a water standby assessment or availability charge is to be assessed and collected for the fiscal year July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027, together with the amount of assessment and charge fixed pursuant hereto on each said parcel of land.

	Section 3.  This Board of Directors shall direct that at the time and in the manner required by law for the levying of taxes for County purposes, the Board of Supervisors of San Diego County, California, shall assess, in addition to any other tax levies, the water availability charge in the amounts for the respective parcels fixed pursuant hereto.

	Section 4.  The officers of this District, including but not limited to District’s General Counsel, are authorized and directed to take any lawful action necessary to carry out the provisions of Ordinance No. 2026-1.
	
	Section 5.  The District's legal counsel is hereby directed to post a Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk of the County of San Diego in accordance with the
California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA"), the state regulations implementing CEQA, and the District's guidelines implementing CEQA.

ADOPTED, SIGNED and APPROVED this 7th day of August, 2026.



By_________________________________
     William Pankey, President
     Board of Directors, San Luis
     Rey Municipal Water District
ATTEST:

By_________________________________
     Secretary
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	CERTIFICATION


I, the undersigned, hereby certify that I am the Secretary of the San Luis Rey Municipal Water District, a municipal water district of the State of California; that the foregoing is a full and correct copy of Resolution No. 2026-4 of said District, and that at a meeting held on the 7th day of August, 2026, the Resolution was duly adopted by the following roll call vote:


AYES:	

NOES:  	

ABSENT: 	

ABSTAIN:




By _______________________________
[bookmark: QuickMark]      Tom Veysey, Secretary

